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Dh oe ° / . a 
Story Sarey ko Inoue 
Based on the novel “Musasieamy Fiji Yoshikawa 





- THE 


SON OF Z 
YOSHIOKA | DENSHICHIRO... 


KEMPO. } te pa b 





IN THE 
PAST, I USED 
MY FATHER'S 

NAME TO 
INTIMIDATE 
OTHERS. 








I 
FIGHT 
NOW TO 
PRESERVE 
HIS 
HONOR. 








i 


Fe 


Kyoto 





Gathering * : 





TEN DAYS 
KYOTO PRIOR 
AT THE TO THIS 
END OF INCIDENT... 
THE NINTH 
YEAR OF 
THE KEICHO 
ERA (1604). 





i 


(YOSHIOKA DENSHICHIRO CHALLENGES MIYAMOTO MUSASHI TO A 
DUEL TO BE HELD AT THE COURTYARD OF RENGEOIN TEMPLE 








THIS IS 
THE FIGHT 
EVERYONE'S 
BEEN 


THERE IN A 
CHALLENGE 
FROM THE 


ITs 
NOT 
WORTH 
GETTING 


KILLED. 


THE —_ YOSHIOKA ae 
SECOND DENSHICHIRO 


UNDERSTAND 
WHY ANYONE 
WOULD SEEK 
LOLITA SWORD- Benger 
FIGHT LIKE 
THIS, 


OF THOSE 
BORN INTO 
THE 
REPUTABLE 
YOSHIOKA 

FAMILY. 


WELL, 
MUSASHI MAY 
BE STRONG, 
BUT HE'S IN 

TROUBLE 

NOW. 








SEIJORO!! 


YOSHIOKA 



























;  V\ = 


CUT 
DOWN THE 
YOUNGER 

BROTHER, THEN 
7 THE OLDER 

“ BROTHER WILL 
g HAVE TO 
FIGHT ME... 








FITS A 
REPUTATION 
INY YOU'RE AFTER, 
\ THEN YOURE 
AN} WASTING 
J, YOUR TIME 
\ WITH THE 


YOSHIOKA. 















ITS THE 
YAGYL'S 
ERA. 








THE 
YOSHIOKA'S 
TIME HAS 
PASSED. 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
TM AFTER, 
SEIJORO. 


You 
HAVENT \ 

CHANGED 
EITHER. / 


TM JUST 
MAKING 
GOOD ON M’ 








DEFEAT 
EVERYONE 
WHO MAY BE 
STRONGER 
) THAN YOU... 


. THEN 
YOU MAY 
BE CALLED 
INVINCIBLE. 


THAT'S HOW 
TO EARN 
THE RIGHT 
TO BE 


CALLED 
INVINCIBLE. 





PERHAPS 
YOU WERE 
MORE 
MATURE 
LAST YEAR. 






























































Pacis DO 
id DRINK YOUR 
FORGIVE | « SAKE WITH 


MY 
Y. SUCH 
RUDENESS. : : RELISH. 








BELIEVE I'M 
HAVING DRINKS 
WITH THE 
SASAKI KOJIRO 


BE THE MOST 
CULTIVATED 
GENTLEMAN IN THE & 
LAND, BUT ASA 
‘MAN WHO LIVES 
BY THE SWORD, 
I CAN TELL. 


I SUSPECT SHORDSMEN 
THAT YOU © OWT THERE 
ARE ONE \\ WHOSE REPUITA- 
OF THEM. TIONS FALL 
FAR BELOW 
) THEIR GREAT 
A ABILITIES... 























BUT I HAVE : LISTEN HERE, 
RESPONSIBILITIES A CERTAIN | § 
ELSEWHERE, SO | | DAIMYO 
I COULDN'T HAS BEEN 
2 PESTERING 





HE 
NEEDS A 
GOOD 
INSTRUCTOR 
IN THE WAY } 




















I COULD GIVE 
YOU MY RECOM- 
MENDATION. ff 


HAVE TO TAKE 
CARE OF THE 
MATTER OF THE 
RECOMMENDATION 
FEE-AS I'M SURE 
YOURE WELL AWARE, 
IT'S CUSTOMARY IN 
THIS SORT OF 
SITUATION. 












































I 


EMPTY 
INSIDE... 








ALREADY 
HERE IN 
KYOTO... 














~-BUT HE 
HAD THE 
INNOCENT 
LOOK OF 
A CHILD... 








ANGERED 





ME TO NO 


THAT 
DEAF FELLOW 
COULD TELL 

THAT OTAGURO'S 
LOOKS ARE 
WORSE THAN 
HIS BITE. 





y = HE JUST 
OTHERWISE, few |} ~ . [SIGHED AND 


YOUD BE x “| WALKED 
LOOKING en AWAY. 


FOR YOUR 
OWN HEAD. 


THAT WAS 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO. 





IWEREN] 
COUNTERED MES 
FOUR 


























Cy . 
re 








HOW f 
LONG ARE 
YOU GOING \ 
TO STAND 
THERE LIKE 

THAT? é 





AREN'T 
YOU GOING 
TO THE 
PLEASURE 
QUARTERS? 


YOUR 
YEAR OF 
TRAINING 
WAS 
POINTLESS. 








oR 

PERHAPS 
YOU'VE 

REACHED 


aA 
TRAINING 


SESSION!! Sa 


ABOUT MY 


CONTROL--YOUR 
LIFE MAY BE 
IN JEOPARDY. 








WAS TIME 
ILL SPENT, 


. \ DENSHICHIRO. 
(oan 


WHILE 
MUSASHI IS 
A WILD 
BEAST FROM 
THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


ONE OF YOU 
IS LESS 
POLISHED 





THAT FIRE 
BROKE OUT. 


INSTEAD, 

YOU MADE 
2) A DATE TO 
= MEET HIM 








STANDING ¥ - UP AGAINST 


BEFORE THE ENTIRE 
SEKISHOSAL As 

I WAS 
NOTHING. 


I TRY SO 
HARD TO 



























I WAS 
SO INTENT 
ON “FACING 

THE 
INVINCIBLE.” 






THE MASTER, 
SO HE 
HAD TO BE 
GREAT. 










BUT I 


WORSHIPPED 


HIM AS A 


BEFORE I 
EVEN MET 


S 
EE PRITT TESTERS 


I'M Too 


CAUGHT UP ¥ 


WITH THE 
WORLD. 






I THINK 
TOO MUCH 
ABOUT THE 
WAY OF THE 
SWORD. 





ere \ 


(nica MATCH. } 
(_ MEANS 





iT \ WA 
JAS NO 


: Ww, Hh 
(a MATCH.) HAS 
WAS NO | * 





IT'S JUST 
A BLADE 
MADE 
TO CUT 
PEOPLE 


HAVE THAT 
T LACK... 













Ip 
ALREADY 
ASSUMED 
HE'D BE 








INVINCIBLE. 


HAH, 
THERE'S 
NO WAY I 
COULD HAVE 
WON. 












EXPERIENCE. 






































TLL KEEP 
CUTTING DOWN 
MEN UNTIL 
I FIGURE 
IT OUT. 




















é 




















MARRIED TO 
THE HEAD OF 
THE YOSHIOKA 


I WANT 
TO BUY 
AKEMI!! 








(OH DEAR. 
TM SORRY, 
AKEA DOES 

















MARRY 
INTO THE 
YOSHIOKA 
FAMILY? 





WE 
HAVE 

PLENTY 

OF OTHER 








COME 
| THIS WAY 
SHINEMON. 





Ninn 
Ht 
Hi 


up 


spas 
































| BROTHERS 
ARE SO 
ODD. 


THE 
PARENTAL 
BOND 


MIGHT BE 
\ CLOSER. 





MY 
BROTHER'S 
ARM WAS 


EVER SLICED 
OFF... 





oak 
WOULD FEEL 
THE PAIN 
JUST AS IF 
IT WERE 
MY VERY 
OWN. 


















ALL 
THE MORE 
SO BECASE 
HE IS SO 
OBSESSED 











HE USED 
TO BE 




















YOU COULD 
DROWN HIM 
WITH YOUR 
MANY CHARMS. 
MAKE HIM 
LOSE HIS 
EDGE. 


INTOKTHI 
YOSHIOKA] 
FAMILY, 2 














THE 
SON OF A 
MISTRESS 

THAT'S ? 


RIGHT. HOW 
COULD HE BE 
OSUGI'S AT 
HER AGE? 
































YOU RERTHE 
CHILDYOR A 
MISTRESS. 

Li Yo) 





YOURE 
NOT HER 
REAL 
SON. 











MATAHACHL... 






MISTRESS. 














THAT WAS... 
A CHILDHOOD 
MEMORY. 


















A CONE 
OF M) 
‘ WACINATION 





MY 
CHILDHOOD 
SWEETHEART 
~ AND 
FIANCEE... 


BUT 





ACTUALLY... | 















THE REAL 
TRUTH OF _ 
THE MATTER 
IS. 








A SHE MIGHT 
2 _NoT HAVE 
Mh REALIZED IT 
4 HERSELF, BUT 
WEP T KNEW. 
















SHE'S MORE 
CONNECTED 
TO TAKEZO 
THAN TO ME. 

















| JUST WANT TO 
TALK TO... 


SOMEONE 
WHO KNOWS 
ME AS 
MATAHACHI.... 


TO SEE 
SOMEONE 


SOMEONE 
WHO WON'T 
CALL ME 
KOJIRO... 














HE'S THE @ 
ONE WHO'S 


{ MIYAMOTO 
| MUSASHI 
| NUMB TO THE 


OF 
WINTER?! 


tecesai ue. \t, 


ANOTHER 
GUEST SAID 
HE'S A FAMOUS 
SWORDSMAN 
CALLED MIYA- 


MOTO MUSASHI. 


THIS FEELING 
I'VE HAD 
FOR THE 
PAST FEW. 

DAYS... 





HMM... 


va tant \ 
fee 
ci 
Eaeie 
fo 
> 4 Ce 


























IS SO 
SUDDEN. 


PACK ME 
SOME RICE 
BALLS FOR 

AXTHE ROAD? 























WHY 
DOES HE 
HAVE TO 
LEAVE ON 

NEW YEAR'S 








|. 


ee vee 


ae 


eile —— 











[prcoceumi 


Ep 








THAT!! 
bee 


THE MORE 
PREOCCUPIED 
YOU ARE, 











MANAGED TO 


SURVIVE 
THIS ae 
— ail 














MYSELF UP 
FOR IT. 


; PREPARE 
: MYSELF... 
«DOES 
THAT 
MEAN I 
WAS PRE- 
OCCUPIED? 


IVE 
BEEN 
DOING 
SOMETHING 
WRONG. 








SURVIVE 
FIGHT AFTER 
FIGHT BY 
CHANCE... 


ANI 

JUST BE cuT if 

WRETCH, ™ E 

THAT WOULD 
MEAN MY 


SWORD 
HAS BEEN 
UNTRUE. 


/— 


























DESTINED 
TO WIN 
SHALL BE 





TO CUT MEN 
DOWN TO 
REACH THAT 
STATE. 











IS IT EVEN 
NECESSARY 
TO FIGHT? 








ee 

- 7 
S Ce 
SNe 
pe 


SHE WAS 

LOOKING 

FORWARD 
To IT. 








L 


208 
— 


A 
- 
a 
ae 


aes 





YES 


as 


RN 


seeeeet 
a Nee 


2 = Se 
Fu j 

eee. ee 2 

2 

: 


sf 


| 




















ARE YOU 


you 
WANT TO 
DIE? WHAT 























WHY 
BRING 
TAKEZO 
INTO 
THIS?! 


IT WAS 
YOUR SON 
WHO 
BETRAYED 
ME!/ 





/ WE MISSED 


EACH OTHER 
AT THE 

| yaGyOl 

\ CLAN... 


ee 
ae 


you 

WERE 
WITH MY 
MASTER! 





KNOWING THAT 
OLD LADY, IM 
SURE SHE'S 


oTsa, 
YOU LOOK 
AN AWFUL 
LOT LIKE 
MUSASHI 

RIGHT 





WHEN I 
DIDN'T HAVE \7 
ANYBODY, SHE } 
PROVIDED ME 

WITH A 

FAMILY. 


= ‘ KNOWN I 
= WAS GOING 


TO BE 
REJECTED 
LIKE THIS... / 


| ce 


STAYED AN 
ORPHAN 
WITH NO 











RUMOR 
HAS IT THAT 
HE'S LOOKING 
TO FIGHT THE 

YOSHIOKA 
IN KYOTO. 


LIGHT IS 
FLICKERING 
LIKE A 
CANDLE 


You 
STILL 
h| HAVE 
MUSASHI. 


AND LORD 
yAGYO 
WANTED ME 
TO REMIND 
YOU THAT HIS 
PLACE WOULD 
ALWAYS BE 


YOUR HOME. 





y BUT 
MAINTAIN: 
ING YOUR 
BONDS WITH 
OTHERS IS A 
PART OF 








HE'S 
BEING 

RECKLESS 

AGAIN?! 


THEN 
LET'S 
GO TO 
KYOTO! 


LET'S 
GO TO 
KYOTO! 








..WE 
GREET THE 
COMING OF 

THE NEW 
YEAR WITH 
A TRAINING /\ 
SESSION. 





Ey =OWE 
DEDICATE 


THE TEN : pnd 
SWORDSMEN [ae es 
OF THE . i 


YOSHIOKA!! 


SHALL BE 
\ TRAINING 
THE DAY OF @ WITH YOU... 
YOUR MATCH 
AGAINST 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI!! 


MIKE 
JOROZAEMON 
WW ' 














NANPO 
YOICHIBE 
uW 








OTHER, THERE'S 

| NO NEED To 
ANNOLINCE 
OURSELVES... 


TMS IS EABARRASSING 





GION 
AND OUR 
TO || . @) Numer 


IS STILL 
: ONE, UEDA 
MISSING... 4 RYOHEL!! 


THE YOSHIOKA, 
SHALL SERVE 
AS YOUR 
TRAINING 
OPPONENTS!! 




















YOUR YEAR 


Pa OF TRAINING 
DON'T YOU WAS TIME 
UNDERSTAND, i ILL SPENT, 
SEIJORO? WA)? DENSHICHIRO. 


POLISHED 
Now? 









NEEDED 
THAT 
TIME TO WY 
GROW. Y 








TM STILL 
GROWING, 
MY 
BROTHER. 











SS 

NSS, 

RS 
SS 


SS 
& 
Ss 
SSE 
&, 











ITLL 
END UP 
FREEZING TO 
DEATH IN 
THIS COLD. 


MY. 
Boby'LL 
FREEZE. 





UTILIZING 
A SURPRISE 
ATTACK, 
WAIT UNTIL 





THE DRY 
LEAVES 
BURN 
REALLY 


MAYBE 
TLL SPREAD) 
THE FIRE 
OUT A 
BIT... 





SOMEONE 
DIED IN 
BATTLE 

HERE... 





COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
THIS ISN'T 
THE MOST 


PLEASANT 








RIENOMINES 
BR AKUBOK I 








RIGHT 
ARM IS 
USELESS. 











IVE BEEN 
WITH THE 










PREPARED 
TO SACRIFICE 


TWO FOR THE |/\ 
SAKE OF |; 
THE CLAN. 


ITS NOT 3 RG ee 
OFTEN ONE zi YOU SEE, 
GETS TO } | DENSHICHIRO- 
TRAIN WITH : . 
A RAW 


TAN ; 7 on 
HAPPY THIS NIGHT, 
THAT y 1 AM GLAD 


MAY BE 

eee am Me 
SERVICE — BEFORE 
TO YOU. YOU. 





AS IF 
I WERE 
MUSASHI. 








OF THIS ARM 
AS MUSASHIS, 


NOT BE 
DEFEATED. 




















you 

WERE 
THE ONE 
WATCHING 








I TRIED 
TO ATTACK 


ENGAGE IN 
SOME SORT OF (__ 
SENSATIONAL / 











ARE 
THOSE 
HAVE A THE WORDS 
FEELING... WORTHY OF 
THE HEAD 

















-- THIS 
ISN'T THE 
FIRST TIME 
YOU'VE 
RESORTED TO 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS/! 











CASE... 


THIS IS 
EXACTLY ! 
WHAT I V 
WANTED. to ie 












































(COULD YOU REPEAT THAT?) 





TO 
KILL ONE 
WHO'S A 
THREAT 
AGAINST 
YOUR 
SCHOOL. 


you CALL 
YOURSELF 


SNEAKING 
IN THE 


THIS ISNT 
THE FIRST 
TIME YOU'VE 
RESORTED TO 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS. 





1 MUST 
ADMIT 

TM QUITE 

NERVOUS. 


‘ACTUALLY 
I GUESS 

HE SLOWLY im 
SNUCK UP 





#136] Altercation 
After Dark 





THE WORST 
THAT COULD 
HAPPEN, I 
SUPPOSE. 


ITS NOT 


IMPORTANT. “es \ 





SHALL 
WE GET 
STARTED 

THEN? 





you 
MUST 
REALLY 
LIKE 
FIGHTING. 








MORE 
SUBSTANTIAL. | 


THERE'S 
MORE 
SUBSTANCE 
TO HIM. 














I WENT 


STRAIGHT 
FOR HIS 
EYES. 








HIS ATTACK 


IS HEAVY 
LIKE WET 











STROKE, 
DENSHICHIRO 
i; ! 


IT'S NO EASY | 

FEAT TO CUT 

OFF AN ARM 
WITH_ONE 





‘ALL DAY AND 








DEN- 
SHICHIRO 
SENSEI! 


MUSASHI 
IS 








I MUST 
TRAIN 
WITH 
SEISORO 


PLEASURE 
QUARTERS fe 
AGAIN... 4 























THERE WAS 
NO NEED FOR 
ME TO GO TO 
THE YAGYO. I 
SHOULD HAVE 


BROTHER FOR 
INSTRUCTION. 












STRONGER BY 
TRAINING 
WITH YOU!! 









WORST- 
| CASE 
\ SCENARIO.. 





SUPPOSE 
THAT'S A 
POSSIBILITY... 








ee 

cee i 

+. Steen 
2 


I CAN GROW 
STRONGER 
BY TRAINING 
WITH YOU!! 






BROTHER 
SEIJORO... 





EVER 
SINCE I 
BECAME 
TALLER 

THAN MY 
BROTHER. 


PHYSICALLY 
LOOK DOWN 
ON HIM... 


I DELUDED 
MYSELF 
INTO 
THINKING I 


GUIDANCE 
FROM 
OTHERS. 


/ 1 CHASED 
{ AFTER THE 
rit || | LEGEND OF 
ITO ITTOSAI, 

REPUTATION A WHOM T 


Heep OF YAGYO EVENTUALLY 
© oeanr SEKISHE MET, 


TO GRANT SAI. 
MEAN 


AUIDIENC! 








THERE'S 
NO NEED 


TM 
EMBAR- 
RASSED. 


/ WOULDN'T THE 
DAWN OF THE 
NEW YEAR BE 

THE MOST FITTING 
OCCASION TO 

START SOMETHING 

I COULD NEVER 











/ THERE'S NO 
POINT IN 


























































































NOT THAT 
I SAW IT 
THEN AS 

CLEARLY AS 


HE'S 
BLUFFING. 














I WAS 
AIMING 
STRAIGHT FOR 
YOUR HEART, 
BUT YOU 
MANAGED TO 
h = GUARD IT 
WITH YOUR 
SHOULDER. 





PERHAPS 
DENSHICHIRO- 
CAN STILL 
CHANGE 
TOO. 






WHY 






so 
CURIOUS? 










IT SCARE 
YOU TO 
NOT 
UNDER- 
STAND 
ME? 


BROTHER... 































































































IMPRESSIVE... 


























FINALLY, 
THE GREAT 
YOSHIOKA 
SEIJURO 
SENSEI... 





HOW 
MANY TIMES 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
MAKE ME 
DRAW MY 
FATAL 


( VeNINS 
WN 








THEY CAN 

CALL ME A 

MURDERER, 
OR A 


THE} 
BATIUEGROLND = 












































HIS 
CONSCIOUSNESS, 
HIS SENSES 
SPREAD 
THROUGHOUT, 
MUSASHI 
WASN'T AWARE 
OF HIS DROOLING 
MOUTH. 














INSTEAD, HIS 
BODY HAD 
COMPLETELY 

TRANSFORMED 

WITH A 

HEIGHTENED 
SENSE OF 
AWARENESS 
FOCUSING 
SOLELY ON 
SEIJORO'S 

BLADE. 

















THIS WAS ONLY 
THE BEGINNING 
OF MUSASHI'S 
EPIC BATTLE 
AGAINST THE 
ENTIRETY OF 
THE YOSHIOKA 





About the Author 


VAGABOND was crested by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best seling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 milion copes in print worldwide. Critically 
acclaimed, Ine received the 2000 Media Arts 
award for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
bbest manga for his work on VAGABOND. In 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka award 
for best manga, and in 2003, Inoue was nominated 
for 3 2003 Eisner Award for best writer/artst To 
date VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies 
‘throughout the world. In adition to his numerous 
manga titles, Inoue also created the character 
designs for the PlayStation basketball game, OME 
ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 


Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue’s VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHL isa fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, whichis typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords simultaneously-holding 
the long sword with the right hand and the short 
sword with the let. Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts'—he was a master of sumie (black 
ink drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
‘MUSASHL Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this, 
‘rama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 


A note on name: 


The names presented within the context of this, 
‘manga are presented inthe traditional Japanese 
order—surname followed by first name. “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi’s last name and "Musashi" is 
his frst name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented frst 
name first, last name second. “Takehiko” isthe 
author's first name and "Inoue" is his last name. 








Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


A Brief Historical Overview 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1858) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the 
shogunate, had grown increasingly weak and the land was effectively ruled 
autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their 
spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One 
daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by 
means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 
1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of Japan. One of 
Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor 
to carry on the quest for unification, Through a process of conquest and 
conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating a federation amongst the daimyo, 
and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi's 
death in 1598, however, presented the question of succession. Most of the 
daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and 
its fiveyear-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori, Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the 
major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's 
leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino 
(located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an 
overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively 
rule Japan for the next 250 years. The political stability that resulted put mass 
‘numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless samurai, known as ronin, were 
forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, the beginning of the 
Edo Period (1600-1868), sets the stage for many of the period dramas and 
chambara swortighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai 
to a Western audience. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In’ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin 
Temple, which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear 
technique is typified by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of brute 
force. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Ittoxyu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his own 
style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of sword 
fighting under Kanemaki Jisai’s instruction. 


Rengeoin 
Located in eastern Kyoto, Rengeoin Temple is more commonly referred to as 


‘Sanjusangendo. The main hall of Rengeoin features an amazing display of 1001 
Kannon Buddhist statues. 


Sasaki (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi, Kojiro is believed to have studied 
the Chujoryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of either Toda 
Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his Tsubame-gaeshi, or 
“swallow-cut” technique which was inspired by the movement of a swallow in 
flight. 





Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi’s boyhood name. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji, Takuan was 
‘an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by 
influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun 
Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and 
swordsmanship entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential 
treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon 
radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder of the famed Yagyu- 
Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was. 
one of Tokugawa’s key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was 
appointed as the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 
the Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of 
the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LONE 
WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general 
Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More 
specifically, Munenori’s son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a 
wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder 
of the renowned Yoshioka schoo! of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered 
the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka 
style. In the context of Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa's 
MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons who are 
historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous 
occasions. 


Winner of the 2000 Media Arts Festival Award 
jent of the 2000 Kodansha Award for Best Manga 
Winner of the 2002 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Award 
Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award for Best Writer/Artist 


The highly anticipated return of Vagabond—the story of the life 
and times of Miyamoto Musashi, a man striving for enlightenment 
by way of the sword, destined to become the most renowned 
samurai of all time! 


After one year, Musashi returns to 
Kyoto for a rematch with the 
Yoshioka brothers. Musashi is a 
changed man, but does he have 
what it takes to overcome the 
ferocity of the younger brother, 
Denshichiro, and the sublime skills of 
the older brother, Seijuro? 
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